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NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Honorsble Richard M. Mixon 
President of ths Senate 
United States Senate 
Washington 25, De CG. 


3 
My deer Mr. Presidents 
There is enclosed a draft of a proposed Joint Resolution 
‘Reserving as public open space the area in the District of Colunbla 


between E Streat and Constitution Avenua and 23rd and 25th Streets, 
Northwest." 


It is suggested that the joint resolution be submitted ta 
the appropriate committee for consideration and its enactment is 
recommended. 


The purpese of the legislation is to reserve as public open 
space that area in the District of Columbia betiwen E Street and 
Constitution Avenue and 23rd amd 25th Streets, Northwest. The land 
igs now occupied by the Deprrtment of the Navy and other agencies and 
it ia not intended that this reservation would interfere with present 
uses. However, the resolution would preclude further construction 
of buildings snd would require the abandonment and removal of exist- 
ing buildings and atxuctures as soon as Teagonebly feasibla. Thea 
resolution would aleo permit the use of the area, or portions thereof, 
as a national monument or memorial site consistent with ite function 
as public open space and provided vistas and existing monuments anc 
memorials in the vicinity are sdequately protected. 


The area includes one of the highest points ef land within 
the original city as contemplated by Plerre Charlea L'’nfant and ceue 
sists of a rather high outerepping of rock. Because of its height it 
affords an wnexcelled view of the Washington Monument and Potemac Park 
te the southsast ami of the Potomac River and surrounding hills in 
Virginia to the south end wast. All of the earlier plans of “the city, 
including the Ellicott Plan of 1800, designated this area ay an open 
space of considerable prominence. 


In recent months several proposals have been made for the 


construction of a Federal office building on the site. any conatruce 
tion of this nature unquestionably would detract materially from the 
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lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monument. It is probable that 
a structure on this site also would interfere with the vistas along 
the Potomac Parkway, the Memorial Bridge and even Key Bridge. This 
sommssion has proposed for many years and has recommended to the 
2ongress that future construction of office buildings and similar 
facilities for the government be confined to the area designated 

as the Zast Mall, that is, the area between the Capitol and the 
Anacostia River. No further substantial structure should ba inclu= 
dei in the Federal development area between the Capitol and ths 
Potomac River to tha west. 


Tt will be noted that adequate provision has been made for 
the use of some portions of the area for approaches to the Theodore 
Aoosevelt Memorial Bridge and the West Leg of the Inner Loop. both 
of which will require limited amounts of the area but will not 
detract from its use as public open space. 


The Bureau of the Budget has advised that there 4s no 
objection to the submission of this legislation to the Conrcress. 
Respectfully yours, 


Harland Sartholomew 
Chairman 


re 
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